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Statement of motivation and vision as a candidate for EAAE Council member
Towards a Culture of Care in Architectural Education

Architects are trained to understand people before they design for them. I believe our schools
should be guided by the same principle. Empathy is one of architecture's fundamental
competencies, enabling us to respond responsibly to complex social, environmental and
technological challenges. It should shape not only the way we design, but also the way we educate,
conduct research and work together. Architectural education should therefore cultivate not only a
culture of excellence, but also a culture of care. The two are inseparable. Well-being is not an
alternative to excellence; it is one of the conditions that makes excellence possible.

This conviction has guided much of my work as Vice-Dean and later as Dean of the Faculty of
Architecture at Warsaw University of Technology, and now as Chair of the Academic Forum of
Architecture and Urbanism, bringing together eighteen schools of architecture in Poland. It also
inspired the thematic session Wellbeing of Architects, which I chaired during the EAAE
Conference in Munster in 2024. Schools of architecture face challenges that are distinctive within
higher education: demanding studio cultures, intensive curricula and increasing expectations placed
on both students and academic staff. I believe these issues deserve continued attention within the
EAAE community.

Care also means supporting academics. Architecture's interdisciplinary character is one of its
greatest strengths, but it also places researchers in increasingly competitive academic environments
shaped by evaluation systems and publication metrics. While competition has undoubtedly
contributed to scientific excellence, sustainable progress depends equally on collaboration, trust
and the exchange of knowledge. EAAE is uniquely positioned to promote an academic culture in
which cooperation strengthens excellence.

This principle also informs my vision of collaboration between schools of architecture. Our joint
proposal by three Polish schools to host a future 2027 EAAE Conference demonstrated that
institutions can achieve more by working together than by competing. At a time when higher
education is increasingly driven by rankings and performance indicators, EAAE can continue to
champion partnership, mutual learning and shared responsibility.

I also believe that EAAE should further strengthen its dialogue with professional organisations.
Academia and professional practice share responsibility for preparing future architects. Together,
we should educate graduates who are not only highly competent professionals, but also agents of
positive change, architects capable of responding critically and creatively to emerging societal and
environmental challenges. In this context, the academic community should continue to play an
active and important role in shaping both the future of the profession and the broader architectural
discourse.

EAAE is already an exceptional community built on openness, cooperation and mutual learning.
As a member of the Council, I would like to help strengthen these qualities by fostering
collaboration between schools, amplifying the voice of architectural education and research and
promoting a culture in which empathy, responsibility and academic excellence continue to shape
both our institutions and the future of the profession.




